
All regular readers of The National TnincifH
jnny be enroled i Loyal Homo Workers free, nnd
o become liicmbeis of tlie Gciivcr4itun Club and

contributor to ihe several department's.
Contributors ill pleaso add to tbe address on

Ihelr envelope "Loyal IIonieWorkers"or"C.C.,"
te facilitate the handling of mnil.

Ecferenwe jequiied of new member desiring
errespondeic
Kew iiic-tr- mid those obi members of the

C C. who ! vc not had their pictures published in
tfcc Picture (lallcry are requc-u- d to forward the
tame to the rditor. It is necessary that enbtnet-slea- d

photoi:r.h.bescnt, in ordor to iw-ui-e Rood
likenesses. Photograph nnd must nceom-pnn- y

ench oilier, nnd vncli picture must have name
tnd nddreR on the buck.

Tlie N. T. C. C. Guards is a band of the C. C.
organized in IloMou Aug. 13. 1PB0. for mutunl benefit
nnd tho more pinctical enfoiccment of the prin-
ciples of pMiiiotisin and progress to which tho
C C. aland pledged.

C. C. SKETCHES.

Ire w
Beetik Caxkin.

Berlla Calkin, Purnons. Kan., is tha daughter of
a'Oo. B.42dl nd. veteran. BorniulSTl; hnsbrown
hair and grayey9- - Would like a correspondent
in eve State in tho Union, and exchange postal
autographs with all.

""!; Feed A. Powell.
"Fred A."Powell. Canton, W. V., if a son of L. F.

Powell, 6th W. Va. He is five fet wvn inches
tall, black hair and eyes; weight, 135 pounds; and
Is by oocupallon a igarmaker. He is fond of
literature. nmic. nnd the fair sex, and would like
to correspond with C C. girls. Ho Is a new-com- er

among the C. C.

A, 3IERHX CHKIST3IAS.
H

Happy Pi fee Winners for Christinas Sons
and Story.

May Christmas JS92beaglad nnd happy day in
the households of the Loyal HomeTVorkers one
and all!

May ell hearths be bright nnd the festal boards
be spread with choicest meats nnd .sweets, and
around the family circles may there be bright and
happy laces and henrle aglow with kindly thoughts
and gentle sympathies.

On Christinas Day Jet klndcees rule and lore in-

spire to ciicrons deeds; and remembering ono
another, lhoc both far and near, may we all re-

peat, through the echoing altlcs of apace, the old,
u eel greetings:

"Peace en earth,
Good will toward men ! "

THE PKIZE WIXKER8.
The prize tiffen for Christmas story. Bong nnd

sentiment, brought many communications from the
r&uka of the Loyal Home Workers.

In most case tho contributors axe those who
have grown up in the C.C.,ond In whoso prcgree.
as fcbown in their penmanship, composition and
general btyle of communication, the Editor greatly
rejoices. "Progrej-s- " is no ininnomer when it is
quoted in the C. C motto.

Nor has " Patriotism" been forgotten, as evinced
in the Prize Slory nnd other communications.
"Progress and Patriotism " are vital und vitalizing
truths among tlie Loyal Home Workers, and par-

ticularly iu the ranks of the C C. and their lines of
defense, the & C Guards.

In offering prizes for Christmas contributions
nothing was euid about second prize, but the
principal competing communications arc so gr nd
as to warrant additional giving at this Christmas
eeufeon of glad gifts. Gifts will aieo be sent for
Oila Bell llolham'e lovely story of "The Christmas
Child," and Addle Hnriug'a Christmas essay. And
may all the recipient be as happy in receiving as
Tiir NatiosalTkibcke is in giving.

In home iiiflances the contributors chow exce-
llent talent, but need more practice in rhetoric and
competition. In the poetic contributions, espe-
cially, more care should be taken. One to write
poetry uiubt read the pov.us of the best writers,
and so get the mea-ur- e and rylhm. Irnpcrfc.t
rhymes mut always be avoided.

In the New Year's number of Tub Natzo.val
Tkieuke the prize for the best definition of " Pa-
triotism " will be announced. The best definitions
will be printed.

Christmas prices are swarded as follows:
CHIUSTMA6 SESTIMKNT.

First priwr. Columbian Jxionitou picture pur-sl- e.

M. C. McNeill, liox J23. Corn wall, K Y.
aeooud prize, oi center Pocket Dictionory,

Georgia A. Mttttin. 1005 Morion uvenue, Louierillc,
Ky.

CHBIPTMAS POEMS.

First prize, "Camj fire and Memorial Poems," A.
P. Guff. Cameron Millr. X. Y.

Second prize, Worctuacr Pocket Dictionary,
Alice Wlcken. Orleans, Neb.

CHKIfiTifAB KUOUT BTOKY.
First prize. "Spy of the Robelllon." Christian

Blmeiisou, Holm us Ciiy, liiiu.
Second prize. Wotcemer'e Pocket Dictionary,

Carrie 31. iiiowu. Burg HiiivO.
CUBISTilAK LONG STOHY.

First prize, G.A.lt. mniveuir hpoon, Mildred
Norma Bala wu, Fcdirickiwu. O.

Second prize. Tin: NatjoKal TniBCKE teaspoon,
Tenuie jer. Armour. . D.

i:recj:i.LA:;nocE.
Prize Ciilklren'k Story. "Cauiptire and Menjor;al

Poemk," IUu Kctniutham, Pilit-buis- , Pa.
Prize Chnblmas Iiay, Aiidm liariug, Wet-woo- d,

N. J.
rCIZES OrFKRED.

First, second, and third priz of books will be
offered for tlie trst definition f "AFri'jnd." re-
ceived on or before Jau. 18, by Ivntt-B-. Sherwood,
Canton, O.

FIEST 1'RIZC C1IIRS77.IAB KKNTIMENT.
Xtnnj) thoughts, porlumcd by tlie iriceuso of

REalitude. pxumpt sympathy diine, noble, unself-
ish actions, and generous chnrny t mH. 3Iis JL
C. ITcNeill, liox 123. i omvinll. X. Y

BECOJfD rr.IZE CHniblMAB PITIMENT.
Faith, Uorn of immaculate ov, c'ii ii adver--'sit- y,

reared in fcacrifiee. dying in iBn 5 r , a
symbol of Ihc Christ, Georgia A. Ifartut. 1W5

?
Zlorlon avenue, Loubviile, Ivy.

'4AstWV

n itsx pitizc quuisTMAS poejc
In Bethlehem a King is born ; out on the plain the

bhepberdn uleep.
Down from the vaulted starry dome.

thronir the nngelscome.
And the Brook cf Ivcdron laughs and shouts, as il

dances to the deep.

The ErtRlem Star foil bright stands there; from
out the West the wiie men ride;

Their camels journey day nnd night.
And the glowingstnr before their sight.

O, Palestine. dance nnd be joyful; howcans't thy
glndncss hide?

On Calvary n cros is reared'; what throno is this
for u mighty King?

The sun its beams throws out in vainj
"The vail of the temple is rent in twain."

O, Palestine, now w eep, now weep, and thy mourn-
ing bongs now sing I

They take him from the cross by night; thoy bury
him in a new hewn grave.

A dazzling brightness shines nround,
The guaids fall stricken to the ground.

The Jordan rolls h hymn of prnise, nnd sings on
Galilee each wave

A. P. Goff, Cameron Mills, N. Y,

FIRST PMZE CHRISTMAS ESSAY.
There is no other anniversary so dear to the

henrU of Christian peoplons Christ mns Day, which
commemorates the birth of our dear Savior. On
this day, moro than any other of all the year, are
wc led to feel the great love of the ' One God and
Father of all, who is above Jtll. and through all,
and in all," in giving to his erring children his only
begotten son, that through his life and example,
his teachings, and. above all, his sufferings and
death, we might all become reconciled to God and
become heirs of the glory of His Kingdom.

God has ever been mindful to his children, but
this gift of & Saviour was the crowning blessing.

How very appropriate it is that on the anniver-
sary of that glad and glorious day that ushered in
the Gospel dispensation we should celebrate the
event with gifts, accompanied with messages of
love, good wishes, nnd kindly remembrance. We
always speak of this day as Merry Christmas."
and certainly if we believe in Him whose birth wo
celebrate we have n right to be merry on that day.

Dear readers of The Xatiosai. Teibcke. accept
my congratulations that we live in a land blessed
with a ChristiHncivilization, freedom, and progress.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas. Loyally of tbe
Guards Addie Haring, Wcstwood, N. J.

SECOND CHEISTMA6 POEM.
Merry Christmas ! Merry Christinas I

Now lesouudiug through the hall,
From the low And humble cottage

To the ensile grand nnd tnll ;
Happy homes are decked in glory

With the mistletoe or pine,
WJtile a ray of untold gladness

Lights each countenance divine.

And Iltnow of manychildren,
With their faces wondrous fair,

With the love-lig- ht In their dear eyet
And bright ripples in their hair.

Who will clasp their hands in wonder,
Dancing"round the room in glee,

On the blessed, peaceful morning
When they view their Christmas tree.

And while sweet, glad bells nre ringing
On this holy Chrislmastidc,

Lift the weak and bless the lowly.
Making bright the darker side;

Don't forget the poor and needy.
Give, nnd cheer their lonely ways;

" Cast thy bread upon the water,
'Twill return e'er many dnya."

Precious forms from us nre severed,
Many, many miles apart;

Some are with the angels singing.
But all join with us in heart;

Grateful thoughts which swell our bosomi
Fail expression from the pen.

Merry Christmas! merry Christmas!
"Peace on earth, good-wi- ll to menl "

Allie Wicken, Orleans, Neb.

PIRST PRIZE CHRISTMAS STORY.

It was Christmas evening, 1S91. Outside, the
snowfiukes fell thick and fr.st; but within the four
walls of Jitsper Underwood's cottage all was warm
and bright.

The family, consisting of the father, mother
and four children, were gathered within the cosy
sitting-room- , which gave more evidence of taste
than wealth.

Scattered about the room wore many little arti-
cles of household decoration, bhowiug the deft'
work of womairs hand, whilo upon the table lay J

B file Ol THE iSATIOSAI. TiuutrrrE.
Il may be cll to say that the Underwood, like1"

all other persons, had been visited by joys nnd
sorrows during the past year, but it was their
custom to look on tlie bright xide. nnd to innke the
very best of everything. And il will be seen that,
as they sat there, tlicy were silently acknowledging
to God their sincere thnnks for the many hlesniugs-beitone- d

upon them since the last Christmas day,
when Best, tiic baby, and joy of the entire house-
hold, broke the stillness by saying: "Fnpu, I was
just thinking how good God is to give us suchn
nice home and such pretty things around us."

"Yes, darling," said papa, as he stooped to lay
his hand on the pretty, goldcu head, "1 was also
thinking of the many blessings bestowed upon us
by God during the past year."

"And I,' said Marcin. a handsome girl of 19
years, "have been thinking that one year ago
I had not known Charlie. Dear Charlie! I cau
scarcely imagine how I lived before 1 met him."
And her eyes were gazing fondly on her lovely
engagement-ring- .

"And you never wonld have known him had it
not been for tbe Conversation Club; think of that,
ilareia," the mother said.

Then Mr. Underwood spoke, musingly: ''And
one year ago I had not learned the sad fate of my
brother, Andrew. You remember we never knew
anything definite ubout his death, but only knew
he went into battle and was never heard of more.
But while at the National Keuuion, N. T. C. C.
Guards, this year, I mot a comrade, a fellow-prisone- r,

who shared vrilh him the horrors of Audcr-soiivil- lc

Prison. He told me of his heroism, his
patience, and his courage; or his Christian resig-
nation nnd his triumph in death. Oh, would that
the dear old mother could have lived to have
known the truth!"

"She knows it now," said the wife, softly. " 'Ho
docthall things Mcll.'"

"Anil tny informant, the aged veteran," con-
tinued the father, "seemed to be greatly broken in
health and very indigent in circumstauces. Can
wc not send him eome token, some kindly remem-
brance to brighten his lonely hours?"

' Yes, yes! Send him a year's subscription to
Tun National. Thwu.ve." chorused the twins, Max
and Marc, two bright lads of li years.

"A timely suggestion," said the father. "I will
act upon it."

"Now, my dear boys." said the fond mother,
"can you relate nny blowings you have received?"

"Yes, mamma," ppuke out Max, joyfully. "Tho
weeklj' visits of Titc National Tkiuune to our
home have been to brother Marc and I a lasting
benefit. You know how much interest wo have
taken in solving the puzzles, having the privilege
of good books to rend at a very small outlay
through the C C. Ciiculnllng Library, as well ns
the fund of knowledge obtained from the mass of
letters of the C. C. column."

"I'm indeed glnd to know lhatytu can appreciate
these golden opportunities," salt. .drs. Underwood:
"and while you have been benefited in tills way, 1

have alro. I have had the pleasure of my boys'
company wtthe family ti reside while other moth-
ers' sons hnvc been out upon tho street, their moth-
ers know not where."

" And, oh, mamma," iutcrruptcd Marcla, " what
more could we ask?"

"And, loo. the nice thiugsmatxmn prepares from
the Household recipes should bo mentioned," said
hearty, crowing Marc, who, we are reluctant to
confers, had n very voracious appetite. "If it
wasn't for the Household, wouldu't wc be in the
coup? "

"My dear boy." said Mrs. Underwood, "you nre
usinc ulang. Does not ttis C. O. interdict that? "

"Yes. wamiuK," biuthlngly stammered Marc;
"but, then, you know the boys all use it, and I I
forgot."

"Another point in favor of the O. C. is that we
are thrown into such refined society," said the
father. Then turning to little Hess, who, with her
golden head pillowed on his breast and with droop-
ing cjelids. was preparing to start on a journey to
dreamland, htnd: "Can our little ouo think of any
blevlngs wc have received?"

Tlie long friuged lids were lifted. Bess tvns wide
awuko no iv.

I think, papa," she said, with an air of great
wisdom, "tho pretty things Sister Marcia has
learned to muke from tlie Household to decorate
our rooms, makes ours the very bcautifulesl homo
in town."

Then, having given her testimony, the tired head
reclined back into Us former restiug-phicc- -, the bluo
eyes were again vailed by the heavy lids, and Bum
was bleeping the trustful, abandoned sleep of child-
hood.

"Well." continued Mr. Underwood, "il seems,
from nil the :vklenee advanced, thai we have de-
rived all our benefits from the grand O. C.

''J'iien, think of its power for good throughout
ihc Jrngth nnd breadth of this great country of
oiirr--. And the work is only in its infancy. I be-
lieve he future holds yet greater possibilities for
it. A.rwinl;. ho much has been done to aid the
needy veteran nnd his family, to console the
hrrnuved. and to comfort the afflicted.

"Now, tny dear children, all, let it be your earnest
emlouvnr to do more in the future to aid the prog-i-- .i

sm.d nlvntieemeulof this noble Club. I,ci nnt
1 yoiu'tttnbiiiou waver, and that e'er anolhor ChrunV
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may Day approaches we oan tell T still greater
things accomplished." t

. ".Then three. times thre -

For tlHfC. CM" ' I,. "3j.
shouted the irrepressible Marc Mildred .Norma
Baldwin, Fredericktown, O. , , - - r.

BECOKD PBIZE CHRISTMAS STORY. "
It was the day before Christmas. The aun rose

in a dense fog, as if sullen because through,
many centuries it ornll things.shonld boso edtfrelT
neglected in the preparnlion.for the comlngholi-day- s.

Now and then a waft of Wind shook the
tiny drops from the buffalo graBS, and stirring fret-
fully the skeletons of the Aulumrfs.Roldeurod,
shook their soft down on the damp earth.

Hnir hid in the dark mist Blood nlittle log house,
sodded up, and set solitary fn tho .vast plain.

Presently a squaw came to the door and peered
out anxiously through the gathering clouds.

"It's goin' t' blizzard," shesald, "furitallusdpes
this moon."

"Do you 'spose father '11 got home before it com-

mences? " asked Lnnet, anxiously.
"He won't be pt to start out while it looks like

this," replied her mother, complacently.
The Agency, where the Indians and squaw-me- n

wont once a month to get their provisions from tho
Government, was 25 miles away. When Lnncl's
father started out the previous morning, sho had
reminded him that Christmas was only two days
away, and then, with thnt yearning for the ways of
civilization thnt has ever been tho portion of the
child born with white blood coursing with and in-

fluencing the weaker savage, she had askod him
whnt Christmas was for, nnd what they did where
he lived when a boy.

For a moment the man's face grew sad as he
thought of the time when he had been innocent
and happy too, before the wickedness of his ways
had made him an exile from his race. But ho grow
tender again as ho gazed nt Lnnct. She was the
one thing in touch with his heart in hissavneo life.

"Never mind. Not." he hnd said, "I haven't lime
to tell you now ; only, wejrnve presents, nnd Ell
bring yon one when I come buck." ,

So tlie days passed, and now, when it was time for
him to return, Lnnct thought more and more of
the day when nil tho world is glvingnnd receiving.
While she nnd her mother sat down to their simple
meal, out on the wild prairies, her thoughts were
far away with the Wonderful Child, wondering
what it nil meant.

Without the fog drew denser; there was a dead
calm, then suddenly a swish, a terriblo roaring
from tho north, u blinding cloud of snow, and it
seemed as if all the elements had lot looso nnd
were tearing nnd rending-eac- oilier in their fury.
Boreas and the Storm King wrestled onlil the
world grew dark, whilo electricity Unshed Blyly
mul silently through it nil.

All night tho storm raged, but when morning
came it ceacd. Such n change! Hugo drifts and
fields of cold, white snow where the buffalo
grass and the hort tncsquite had nodded to tho
whispering breeze. The un was shining cold and
high in the east, as if prone to keep aloof from such
a cheerless scene.

With asHd heart Lnnet took the milking pail and
made her wny through tho snow to the barn.
Vlint had been her fitther's fate, were he out In

the awful storm, she dared not eoiinidcr.
Turning a corner sho heard a faint neigh, nnd

there, with great balls of Ice on their faces, stood
the patient, hnlf-frozc-n horses her father "had
driven. A great faiiilness came over her whenBhe
saw that he was not with them.

"Father, O.father!" she cried, wildly. Climbing
up a great drift to get a belter view, her eyes fell
upon aomethitig below.

Her father ! with the wind blowing the looiencarf
around his rigid face and ice frozen in his matted
hnir.

"Dearest father, you can't be dead," sho sobbed,
clnsping her arms about him and kissing the icy
forehead. . ,

Distracted by her great grief, she heedod not that
the wind hnd blown the loose shawl from her
thoulders, felt not the chill of the fierce wind." Ho
was all she had, all she had ever known, nnd wow
he was dead, and she laid herwarm check against
his cold one and prayed to go wherever she might
find hitn again. y'

Clasped in his hand was the present he ;had
promised her. a beautiful Bible.

8he opened it where the leaves were pnrled by,
the stiff fingers. "They slmll not hunger nor
thirst, for He that hath mercy on them shall lead
them ; crcn by the springs of water shall He guide'
them."

She sobbed as sho finished the words of promise
nnd clasped the book again in her hand.

"'For He thnt hath mercy upon tliem, shall lead
them.' Then lead me to bun," and her dark hnir
mingled with her sire's lighter locks, to bo tossed
together for ninny a day.

Far across tho prairies tho hells might peal joy-
ously of life nnd good cheer, of peace on earth
and n merry Christmas-tid- e, but it mattered not to
Lanct. With her Christmas present clasped iu her
hand. " He that hath mercy" upon us nil hud-le- d

her to her father, and to enjoy forever the presence
of that One great Gift to all mankind. Tcnuio
Wicr, Armour, S. D.

FIRST-PRIZ- E SHORT STORY.

Il was Christmns. 1776. Our country did not
know peace and prosperity then. It was Ihc scene
of a terrible, bloody, ruthle3 war. Discourage-
ment and disnffeotion reigned everywhere. Gen.
Washington alone stood undaunted, it was at
such times, when others gave up in despair, that
his real greatness was soeu. He resolved to cross
the Delaware on Christmas Day and attack the
enemy nt Trenton before daylight the next morn-
ing. The troops began to cross the river at sunset.
It was a dark, cold, tempestuous night, and the
passage was dangerous and difficult. Four o'clock
in the morning they began to march.

The storm had increased by this time. Snow
nnd hail blew in tho faces of the soldiers. They
were insufficiently clothed; their shoes old nnd
worn; their feetsore nnd bleeding. The men soon
discovered that the fuses of the Lust mukets were
wet, and could not be discharged. Washington
told them to "uss the bayonet aud penetrate into
ibotown." Trenton was taken, und the news of
the victory inspired tho Americans with, new
courage.

The capture of Trenton was the beginning of
America's greatness. Our country is mighty Mtid
prosperous, and we owe it all lo Washington and his
brave soldiers. They gave us a priceless Christmas
present Liberty. Christian Simenson, Holmes
City, Minn.

HECONP PRIZE HHORT STORY.
It was the day before Christ mas, aud as a tired,

snd-looki- woman walked pusl the gay shop
wlndowf. one could plainly see by her face that
her heart was far from being in keeping with them.

As she gazed upon tho happy, childish faces
passing lo and fro, a vision of her own family arose
before her.

To-morr- would bo Christmas, and while
others would be feasting, her children would be
auflering for bread ; toil ns she might from dawn
till dark, she could not keep the wolf from the
door. She could recall huppier Christmas Eves.
There hnd been a time when hIio had a pleasant
home and a kind, loving husband, but death
stepped iu one day and took him, nud thus she
found herself a penniless widow with four small
children to support, the oldest boy a cripple.

Her husband hnd been ono of the brave boys
whogave tho best pari of his life for his country's
defense. And us she climbed the rickety sluirs-o-
this bleak December day, she could not but think
how lightly the country's defenders were re-
warded.

At the sound of her step on tho landing the door
flew open, nnd several childish voice cried, " O,
mamma, do hurry nnd see what we've got ! Whilo
you were gone some lovely ladies came here nnd
left this basket. Tlicy cnid we were to tell you'it
tvas becauhe our papa wore the blue long yearn ago.
Just see tho good things ! "

It seemed that there was no end to that basket.
There were pies, cakes, and n nico fat turkey;
warm mittens, shoes, etc.; it seemed that there
was nothing lacking.

As soon as the mother could recover from her
astonishment she cried, as the tenra of thankful-
ness eouracd down iier checks: "God bless tlie
Woman's Belief Corps, for this is soma of their
work." Carrie M. Brown, Burg Hill, O.

PRIZE CHILDREN'S STORY.
It was a pretty picture that gladdened Miles

Bouvier's eyes that Winter evening a plctiiro
that greeted him at the close of every day, yot one
that lie never tired of his wife and children in tho
liltlo alcove nt the end of the big
bull. There a red firo leaped iu the wide-mouth- ed

fireplace, casting a rosy light over them, nud iu
watching them Miles forgot to read hitf newspaper.
Sometimes he joined In their talks; ofteucr he Hat
and listened will! n keen enjoyment tliut is only
born of love.

This was the children's hour the hour most
dearly prized of all the 2. This was the lime
wlian cherished plans were unfolded, childish
wrongs confessed, and alfhhcir wants poured iuto
mother's ear.

Mother sal in her low rocking-chair- , her children
all about her; Bert with his hand on tho bnckof
her chair; Bob nnd Tom lay nt her feet, lovingly
clasped in each other's arms; Fred sat embracing
his knees nireeliouutely; Buss, aged lhret, was on
her lap, whilo little Christopher knell beside her,
his urm resting on her knee, and a far-of- f look In
his eyes. Why he was always mentioned last none
could say, for he c.inie next to lleit. He was a fair,
frail child, and hardly ever joined his brothers in
their rougher sports, but clung to his mother's
side " like a girl," the twins said. They wero fuir,
too, but with 11 rugged fairness. Ho was a Christ-
mas ohild, and had been named for the good
St. Christopher; and tho story ho liked befit lo
hear vns the legend of St. Christopher nnd the
Christ-child- . IIo was 11 dreamy child, with "mi-childli- ke

notions, ono euro to grow up a dreamer,"
people said.

This evening they wero telling what they wished
for Christinas caps with feathers in them, drums
and swords, and ull things that delight the hearts
of small and war-Ilk- a boys; aud IJerfa wanted
"Santa" to bring her a dolly "wif b'ue eyes nn'
w'ito turls."

"And what does my Christmas hoy wish, that he
is thinking so deeply about it? " mamma naked,
laying her hand on his head.

Little Christopher blushed and raised his blue
eyes shyly.

"It isn't wrong. Is it, mamma?1' he whispered,
but just now I was wishing that I could sue tho

Christ-chil- d that Si. Christojer cairiud acrosi the
'bridgeless river."

The boys forgot to laugh, and in tho silence
mamma bent over him.

"My boy may seo him in his thoughts," sho
sweetly ald. " But we must nntgrow ton dreamy,
my deiir. And now. my birds, it's quite lime you

ere iu your nestii, I think."
But alter they were In bed she looked anxinue.
" Christopher dreams too much," sue lold her

husband. ' I grow afraid sometimes."
" Wo will have a poet or n philosopher on our

hands some day," he replied, "But don't wdiry.
Kilty. He'll outgrow "his dreaminess nnd become
more like the others after awhile."

Christmas Eve cume.pind tho children had al-

most forgotten Christopher's wish. Indeed, they
had said little about it.

" He's a dear old chap, if he is qucor," said Bert.
" H'll never make a soldier, though," sald'Toin,

loftily.
And Bob echoed:

" Never l"
"You-don'- t know arTfUiing-abou- t it,"-anwere- d

Bert. "A. blusterer donij't make a soldier."
"Who's Bquelched hawUL chirped Freds nnd in

truth tho twins did look downcast at Bert's re-

mark. -
So Chrislmns Eve came, nnd found them fnll of

blissful anticipations foirhat tho morrow wae to
bring. The children fifths big hall were having a
"high lime," as Fred said. Papa nnd mamma,
entertainiigsomo friends, smiled ns their children'
gleoful shouts reached thehn But nil ntonce these
were changed to shrieks of fright, and someone
screamed that dread word "Fire!"

It look but a moment to reach them, but a glance
to tell ihalsomothliigf'dFeitdful had hnppeucd.

"Oh, mum in a I our Bess nnd Christopher," sobbed
Fred. "They're burriedlalPup."

Thero was no time.foHxplannlion then. The
two childron were oarrietl te their rooms nnd tbe
doctor summoned. Besrf was notseriously burned,
hut when he oaino to Christopher he shook his
head. otai co

"Poor littlo hero." h'efcsta.
For by this lime the whole story had been told.

Little Bess, in hor effortsHo soewhethor Old "Kris
were coming down the chimney, had gone too
near the fire, and in a moment hor dress wni
ablaze; and Christopher, forgetting self, had tried
to smother out the flumes. He had been success-
ful, but

"Wo can do nothing but try to case his pain," the
doctor said, gravely.

They went about silently. Once only did con-
sciousness return. He looked up into his mother's
eyes, nnd something like a smile banished all
traces of pain from his face.

'"Mam inn," was all he said, as he tried to put'
onepoor burned hand in hers;

When morning came nil suffering was over. As
his mother closed the dear bluo eyes thnt were
to open no uiore on earth, the bells of the big
church nround tho corner rang out a joyous poal,
aud the sound brought tears to her eyes.

It was Christmas morning, but hor Christmas
ohild xvns sleeping. Olln-Bo- ll H. Hothnm, 183
Pearl St., Pittsburg, Pa.

BOYS' FKIZE LUNCHES.

O. O. Recruits" Describe Their Fnvorlte
School Fare.

For the best account of.a boy's lunch, written by
himself, penmanship, composition nud general
stylo considered, prizes havo been awarded as .

enumerated below. Tho letters of the competitors
nre given just as they were written.

FIRST PRIZE LUNCH.
A O. C. badge has been awarded the boy who

wrolo tho following account:
Bkloit, Kax. Nov. 16.1892.

Deab .Editor: My fnvorito Juneh consists of "I

bread and butler with jqlly; a piece of beef or
chicken, with celery; :i piece of cake, and u big
red apple or orange: nicely put up iu a basket.

I nm nine years old. nnd co to school at Boloit.
two miles away from home. I am iu the 4 K class. ,

wiiuo r. lilcics, JJeloil, Jtiui.,4. O. liox J37.
SECOND PR1ZK XTJNCH.

The second prize, "Our Nation's War Songs,"
has been awarded for the following:

Yia'Cennks, Isn.. Nov. 8, 1892.
After seelnsr your reauest in The Natiosai.

TKinoNEfor country boy's lunch, I thought I'
wouiu write, lam a little noy; Jiving in the country,
four in ilea from Yin cc unes. I will In 11 years old
next March. I go to sonool in the country, and
tnkomyJuuch. My favorite lunch is Hirht biead:
fresh meat, lean ; fried eggs, butter, sweet potato,
anu n piece 01 nppio pie. ,1 taice it in n small bucicel
10 SCHOOL

Yours, truly, ObcabMcCokmick,
Viucenues, Ind.

THIRD PBIZK LUNCH.
The third prize, "Grand Army Hong Book," is J

awarueu tue ioiiowing:t.
Sua ron Spulngh. Nov. 6. 18512.

Dear Sib: I saw in your paper some prizes given -
ror me uesi luncn seni to your allien. I nm a country ,
boy; lam 10 years old.0 My lunch is ns follows::
Ono ham sandwich, two hard-boile- d eggs, two,
pickles, small glues of jelly, apple pie, two dough-- :
nuts. Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain 3

yours, truiy, uiiarles 8. Mkkeness. ,
Sharon Springs, Schoharie County, N. Y.

BOUND Vb Tvin.
Hero is a boy who Ih biiuud to win a prize one pf

these days. He has gottlte pluck, aud composes
well. He must leant m nse commas and periods
aud use pen nnd ink iiftlcnfof lend pencil when ho
writes u letter. The eiJitprJjWould liko to help this
boy with hia traps, as frell s with his letters.

Mr. Uditou: I saw in The National Tjubcne
your wish to know the beft lunch for a country 1
w... T ..1...II I . J...,lln t... I 1 . . Iuu. a. Buitii iiuvc iu iionyu" wiiiii 1 nave 10 uo

first. I go ono mile to my traps every morning,
milk ono cow, go to school one mile and three-fouith- s.

Now, when I tell you what I "eat don't
think I nm n glutton. What 1 like best is four slices
of bread and butter, a troudbiice of veiiKon, pickle,
half section of mineo tile, two fried cakes, pieee of
jelly cake, throe apple, piece of oheene. gooseberry
jam. I live in northern .Michigan, am 12 years old,
lay name in r '

Lutje Root, Clare Clare County, Mich.
LUNCH LETTERS )RTH MENTION.

Rio; Wis., Nov. 0,1892.
I am n country boy, nine' years old. My school

lunch consists of good rye bread nnd butler, a
boiled egg, nnd eometim6s.'frult. '

--, . - Ha IC1 t,. pjERCIE STEVEH8. "
j3

Hill City. Kan.. "Nov. 10,1892.
Deah Sir: I am a littlo boy, 10 years old. I

herein give you a description of my country school
dinner. I have broad and sorghum molasses, and
some fat pork, nnd once In n while I have a piece
of wild-grap- e pie; und that is all.

I remain, as ever, yours truly,
Bert Ellswoktii.

SsncKsnrjRO, Pa., Oct. 31. 1802.
Editor Loyal Home Woukers' Department,

National Tkibune: My favorite lunch is two or
thieo Bnudwiohe with cold sausage aud it piecw
ftf niaifiifl bifffc liifhri j! ........ j1 a..aI. .11 .....1ut i.iiiiiu i"i, uitnu njJiiiu ivnu Hiiie joiij, mm
apiece of cold chicken. A. J. Kikki'atuick.

Hay Ckbkk. Minn., Nov. 21, 1892.
Dear Sib: I read your paper, The National

Trihune, and yon snid -- you would like to know
what a country boy likes for his Hchool-lmie- h. 1
liku for my lunch grnpc jelly, bread and butter,
slice of jelly, nnd apiece of nice ro-is- t chicken.

Yours, truly, Earl Hennings.
FROM A COUNTRY BOY.

Beau Creek, Wis., Nov. 7, J892.
My fnvorito lutich'is nice bread und freh butter,

nnd a nice piece of beefsteak, and a nico boilod egg
with a little Milt; aud iu Summer I like n nice cup
of strawberries with cream and sugar, and a nice
rosy-cheeke- d apple. It is put iu a tin pail for my
school-lunc- h. I am 11 years old.

JAME8 Besatv.
Editor National Tribune: "When my mother

gives me n lunch for school, this is what dic wmie-lim- cs

gives me: Apiece of two kinds of in end
graham and whent-r-bot- h spread with builur; a
small piece of cold boiled beef, a piece of cake or a
couple of cookies, whichever ma has baked 7 than
she puts sumo sauce iu u small cup, and then she
will put it all inn little tin pail or n little banket,
and cover it nil over with n napkin, nnd then I go
off to achool. When it oomcj noon 1 cat my lunch.
My age is 11 years; my name is Edward Mason,
Loluud.Mich.

CONVEKRA.TION CLUB.
OUR ROLL CALL.

The letters v.s. mean .veteran's son, v.d. veter- -'

en's dnttghtor nnd v. w. veteran's widow; members
of associations will be marked S.V. and D.V.I

Nellie M. Lincoln, v.d.. Grace E. Lincoln, v.d.,
West ltiillaud, Vt.; F. II. Ixiug, v.s., Spencerburg,
Mo.; Birton M. Gntfmtiller, v.s., New'Wushington,
O.: bailie u Auam v.d., Ethel M. Davh", v.d.,
Mary F. Tracy, Ayursville, O.; Anna Van Wio,
Box873,Caniijoharie, N. Y.; Irvin Stall, v.s.. Chire-mon- t.

Vn.: Anna Delvin, v.d., Fredonia, N. Y.;
Mrs. J. A. Putnam, Fredonia. N.Y.-- Nettie Bright-ma- n.

Granger, Minn.; Ithel Parsons, v.d.. Ells-
worth, Me.; Bertha Kildou, v.d., Uox 92, North
Loup, Nob.; Mr. nnd Mrs. A. Loveland, Hebron,
N.Y.; Minnie M. llarlo. Belhena Mills. Pa.; Grace
V. Beck, Sylvis, Pa.; G. W. Kendrick, v. Co. D,
10th M. L. M.. Albany Ore.; Geo.Herrick, S. of V.
Platen, Pa. Total, 13.8C8.

TRIBUNE EXCHANGE TTANTED.
The National Tribuje Exchange will be do-vot- ed

solely to the exchange of souvenirs. Any-
thing pertaining to bujVue must be sent lo the
advertising dopavlmout.llo 'n

To exchange: Xeltera';r.reTerences oxchnngod.
Belle Bowman, Carbo'ndale, HI. Letteri; refer-
ences oxchuuecd. J. Uerilotfu H. Woodward. Mil-
ton, Iowa. Prizo for pretiHt curio. Mrs. Norn
M. McNeil, Bridgcton.'fV. ''Friend-hi- p ribbon on
Scripture card for uiitrigrntiu-quil- t block. Mrs. L.
A. Seoville. I'rJzefor the prettiest postal on friend-
ship ribhun. Carrie )tj Minefield, Snug us, Mais.
Photograph of tho" James Boys" for best letter or
autograph. C. E. Millf,'OrrJok, Mo. Photogiaph
for prettiest autograph,; T.S. Adams, Big Plain,
O. Letters with C. (.'.'hi Tifiko County, California.

L. Virgil Hatch, Box ,18, Oleander, Cal. Photo-
graph for best autograph. linta Lary, Mingo, O.
Curios and postals. Plora'M. Burlison, Now Ccu- -

,.ill win r,T "
bUi , W, .1 .o. .1.11 f.- - -

Wanted : C. C.'s to wri eJibtiisB Itiffnrl, Tidloute,
Pa. . who in ill. Loui'M, Stockton. 1C01 Christian
Hlrpet.. T illiu hlrihiii I'n lftimiult Woods. Orrick.
Mo. A penny for O. a'wntcl il. Sadie Boss. Moni- -
toau, Pa. A postul frpm.cy.ery C. C slating their
position regarding woman,' suffrage; uIho, go

autoirrnphs nntLilfjinp photographs W.
F. Yolz. Coiiimander,J7AV8n Guards, Beading,
Kan. C. C. to know lUiit my address is Olivo L.
Young, Ihimellou. lud'Y '

Postal autographs: tfdrfha Schupp, Hiawatha,
Kan. Jesse M. Ca-je- , Box 097, Frodonia.N.Y. Ida
Gilbert, Angola. Kan. James A. Van Duyn, Bon-ncenr- d,

Kim. Ella Perrv, Ellnndale. N. D. Mal-tl- e

E. Young. Hail road," Pa. Florence V. Beck,
Sylvis, Pa. Eva V. Seal, Dnikeslown, N. J. Wm.
T. Broun. Central City, Kyr, also, letters. Gertie
B. Titu, South Strafford, Vt.; also, letters.

Prizes awarded: Frauk McNeil, .Columbus, O.,-t- o

Edella G. Parsons, for best autograph and stamp
photograph. Kale E. '4 1 nud, Everest, Kan., to
Agues Ash vllle, for best letter. J. Boss Brown lo
Leonora A. Kivers. Bristol, Vl, for pretlieM. auto-- ,
graph, nnd Agnes Ashvlile. Delaware, O., for most
oouiic. Williw S. Hodge, Wis., to
Annie L. WilHuins for prettiest autograph.

Have you done your duty in gelling one more
subscriber for THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE t
You should do this, for it is Ihcleat way to help
your comrades.

V5S

THE EMPEROR'S

. CpiSTMAS.

JlGthe; Princes of the Royal Family

iV "
. will Spend the Holidays.

"Wa& Santa Clans Born in Germany? Tho
Emperor Trniiiing; His Children His Plays
as a Boy Tho Little Crown Trinco Dally
,Hlfo of Ono, of a Great Family.

Special Correspondence The National Teibitnb.
Berlin, Germany, Dec. 17, 1692.

till ppl

WANT to send a Christ- -
rnas letter from Berlin
lo tho littlo boys and
girls of Tun 11 atiokal
Tuibuke. There are
no pcoplo in tbe world
who think more of
Christmas than the
iMci friiti nc nwl li n CtfTna

1 of this grout city of
J t..i... mij :lJDUiJIU iliO 1UIUU Willi

toys and games, aurl everyone in tlie city
sooms to be buying Christmas presents. I find
that Santa Cluus has traveled through this
country ovory year during tho past, ju3t 3 he
travels thro'ugli America. "WJidn I rend aomo
rift ho fairy stories hat have been written by
Germans, I wonder if ho was not born here.
Grimm's .Fairy Tales were written by two
brothers, who were Germans, and tlie stories of
tho Slecjmij,' Beauty, who was waked by the
Princo; of the Six Swans which tho old witch
made of the King's sons, and of the Shoes,
which were danced to pieces, wero first written
for German children.

Hans Christian Andersen, though Tie was a
Dane and lived not far from here, wrote largely
for tho Germans, aud his books wero published
in German before thoy wero printed in Eng-
lish. It wits he who jiave us tho story of tho
Little Tin SnlHTor, of thoUgly Duckling, and tho
PrJuceas on the Pea. Some of tho best stories
fbrtlio pln'Wrou of to-da- y are written by tho
Germans, and mi Christmas, tho day when I
hope .you will rend this letter, overy little hoy
and jfirl in Germtiuy will ho slantliuf? around a
ClfrJstnwts tree, and tho most of them will be
sinking Christmas songs. Even tho poorest of
the people have Christmas tree3 here. If thoy
havo not ouougli money to huyJarge ones, they
will put tip a small branch for Santa Claus to
hang his toys. upon.

Even tho Emperor will celebrate Christmas,
and I heard something to-du- y about the beau-
tiful Christmas trees which ho has every year
in his 'big --palace. These trees are fastened
upon a table,, and thoy are just covered with
caudles, nnd among their branches hang can-

dies nnd dolls and toys. Last Christmas the lit-
tle Crown Prince, who will he ruler of the whole
Gorman nation someday, got asword and hobby-
horse for his Chtistmas present, and his brother
received a suit of military clothes, and strutted
around 'with n sword at his side. The other
two childron and tho little baby received
numbers of presents, and in the pictnro which
I give of tho sceno about tho tree, you will
noto tho Emperor taking down a horn from
tho branches to give it to tlie baby.

This Emporor, who thus is holding Jiis little
baby in his arms just as your papa holds.you.ia
one of the greatest men in the world. Ho han a

"gruat country under him which contains many,
inauy millions of people, and it he opens his
mouth and gives tlie order a million of soldiers
would rise up and go to war for him. With
one word he could plunge Europe in seas of
blood, but ho is too uood a man and too great
a man to do this, nnd he lovos his childron just
as much as your papa loves you, and I doubt
not tho sumo lips which have commanded this
va3t army wore put to the end of that horn in
the picture aud a tuno was played by him for
his littlo bnbj'.

There are many curioua things about thia
royal family of Germany. Tho Emperor, you
know, is still a young man, and his wifo is a
beautiful lady. They hay hundreds of ser-
vants, but thoy like to-l- o care of their babios
themselves, aud they givo their personal atten-
tion to thorn and their education. It is aTulo
lu the family that all of the boys must learn a
trade, and whou I was in the Palace of Babels-bur- g

tho other day I saw some chairs which
tho Emperor's father had in ado.

The Emperor himself liked to play very
much when ho was a boy, and ho was fond of
cricket, and ho liked lo play at protending
that he was an Indian, and he aud his compan-
ions had nlittlu Buffalo Bill show of their own.
Ho was fond of hide-and-see- and he early
learned to sail a boat. Ho ha3 now a big ship
or yacht of his own, uud ho is foud of hunting
and of games. Ho works very hard, and the
study that he did, when he --was a boy, made
him a great man as an Emperor.

Ilia childieu have to work just as hard as
though their father was not the Emporor.
Thoy have no more candy or sweats to oat than
you have, and their lives are, J venture, not
much happier than yours. The Emporor makes
his boys act liko little soldiers. They get out
of bed 'as suou as the sun rise3, aud tho moment
their oyes open ho espeuts them to get up.
Thoy havo to go to bed at 7 o'clock overy even-
ing, and they have a military tutor who reads
prayers to them overy .morning in their own
bed-roo- and tlioir hours of work, study aud
play are regular.

Tho little Crown (Prince is a born soldier.
IIo has a Jot of tin soldiers dressed up liko the
different armies of Europe, aud ho plays battles
ofuationB in tho nursery. During the last
year or bo .he has beeu made an oflicor in the
Prussian army, and ho rides with his papa out
to seo tho troops, and when ho meets tho Em-
peror hesalutes him in true military style. The
Emperor is very particular that he should do
this, and ho makes him act jnBt like a soldier
while ho is in uniform.

The Cxevin Princo it fall f fan, bat he'ia a
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dignifiod little fallow, and he knowa that he
will be tho Emperor of Germany some day if
he lives. He has been told by his father that
there must never be any difference between
him and his brothors,and his father does not
make any distinction.

All of the children of the Emperor are boya,
and they are all very fond of their papa. They
oat their breakfast with him, and when they
come into the room they salute him in military
fashion, and he talkg with them and their
mother, and no one else, during breakfast. He
is very careful as to what they eat, and though
bushels upon bushels of presents are sent to
them every Christmas, be allows them to have
only a few of them, for be does not believe in
letting them be spoiled in this way.

They aro taught io consider themselves no
better than other children, and both their
father and their mother, the Emperor and the
Empress, toll them again and again that their
only hope of leading happy lives is in being
good boys, nnd that if they aro vicked their
condition can do nothing to mako them happy.
They aro tanght to try to mako other people
happy, and they will send out many Christmaa
presents to the poor people of Berlin this year,
and at tho Imperial Palace tho Christmas tree
will be so arranged that a number of boys and
girl3 of the city who wish to call can see it.

EltANK. G. CAKrENTEB.

GEN. :PJ3JXIP S. SHERIDAN.

BT B. F. T.

"Littlo Phil," a flash and flame were hisridea,
A slash nud smash of fierce contending tides,
A rush and roar, oa with n mighty strain
He floods the field nnd flushes nil the plain
"With sirring' and stalwart troopn, held well In

hand.
He strikes to save our country's flajr and land,
And HCiitters foes as chaff before the blast,
'Till war-clou- spent tbeir fires Jn peace to last.

Confederate nrmed boats, in wrathful might,
Contested hell's gloom 'gainst the heaven's light
Aud failed; but now by them 'tis understood
The failure was by far Ibeir Kreuteat good,
The war a bles-dnjr- , by the world discerned,
To eaoh nnd all the parties e'er concerned.

His Tnnrnltrnons Bosom.
Detroit Fret Press.

He had loved her long and tenderly.
And she well, she leaned over his way per-

ceptibly, but sheneverTnontioned the fact.
Ho hnd a snoakins notion sho did, but he

wasn't sure enough to put it to tho test, bo he
bad postponed the crucial moment.

However, a man can't dilly-dall- y always.
Ouo reason being that a man nowadays

doesn't live always.
Another being that a girl won't have it be-

cause men are not so scarce aa matrimonial
alarmists try to make out.

Be that as it may, he had, after many doubts
and fears, concluded to spring the pop on the
young woman, and at their nest trysting he
Bprung it.

"Dearest," he said, in the tender light of the
turned-dow- n gas, "will you marry me?"

"I cannot," she said briefly.
His heart bent fast a moment, and then

stopped suddenly, and as suddenly spurted
again.

It was, indeed, the crucial moment.
His lips quiverod.
"And why can't you?" he murmured, O, so

pleadingly.
Hor face shone with the ineffable light of

the angels.
"Becauso, dear," she onurmurod softly, "I

am neither a minister of tho gospel nor a Justice
of the Peace."

And hechtsped her to his tumultuous bosom.

Corrcspontlonce Solicited.
Misa Lilla Murphy, Montgomery, Ind., de-

sires to correspond with a gentleman of means,
with a view to matrimony. She is 32 years of
age, and prefers n soldier, or a soldier's son,
between the age of 25 aud 45. He must bo re-
ligiously inclined, and have good references.

A Queer Custom.
XZondon News.

A mediteval custom prevails in Freiberg, in
Broi&gau. This is observed on tbo birthday of
tho reigning Grand Duke of Baden, and con-
sists of a foolhardy trip to tho topmost part of
tho tower of the minster. It is a dangerous
onterpnae, for the tower Is 400 feet high, aud
the ascent is made from the oxterior of tho
bnilding. The steeple jacks in tbeir ascent
have to leap from stone to stone, often a yard
apart, and ono false stop on tho narrow logdes
would ho death. At tho topmost ptnuacle pis-toksh-

announce that tho climbers have suc-
ceeded. Theu an immonso gilded stur revolves
and tho dosccne is begun. Each man receives
nsaroward tho sum of five marks from the
State nnd a sumptuous dinner. Tho other day,
on the occasion of the 60'th birthday of the
Grand Duko of Baden, three men undertook
tho ascent. One of them on arriving at a pro-
jecting bar of iron half way up wont through
an acrobatic performance. Thia was before an
immonso crowd of astonished spectators. He
twisted and twirled about as if he were hut
within a few feet of tho earth.

1,000,000 Tired-O- ut Teople
nre thinking to-du- y that all they need to make
them feel well U " u little rest." It is true that the
real cure Is often the best cure, but il is nl.io true
that a pi oat many pcoplo cannot afford to rest in-

definitely. Worse still, the very knowledge that
they cannot afford it seriously interferes with the
bedt use of the rest they have. Too often goi'iiir i0
tho doctor meam thnt the patient hnll stop bliort,
while cares, duties aud expense? keep righton. It
is highly derjirnble, then, that tiimo treatment he
found forlhih nunierotij class iouielhinr thnt will
neither interfere with their biiiiiifs or pleasure.
In this respect nothing in the world can compure
with .Drs. Slnrlcey & JPaIeu'4 Compound Oxygen.
For more than twenty .years this well-know- n agent
has made- - multitudes of run-dow- n, over-worke- d,

nervous uud sick people as uood n new, aud that
rlu'it lU their own homes and occupations. From
the,6Q,0G0 cases which they Iiavc carefully recorded
they OHii,give you inuontestiblu proof, doublles.- - in
your own neighborhood. If in need of better
health wrlto them. That belter than "niiubuW
oimsluar" lifter rest which never conies. i;r.
Staukey &:lALKN. 1529 Arch St.. Philaiielnhi.i: or
Chicago, San Fruuclsco, New York, and Toronto. I
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS.
Iteplles to Qaestionn on a Variety of Iatsrestlng-SufiJecU- .

7o Cnrwpondenls. Write auditions on n sep-
arate sheet of paper, givo full name aud address,
and mark it " Correspondents' Column." Nontten-tio- n

will bo paid to communications that are not
accompanied with full name and address of writer.
Our readers are requested to inclose a stamp for
reply to their inquiries. Postal cards will be
replied to by ranll only. .Replies by mall will ordl
nnnly bo made within a week, aud if in this col-
umn within three weeks.l

S. X. JT Harrisburg, Pa. 1. A soldier's claim
pending under tho late law (June 27, 1S9Q1, nnd ho in
the meantime havlnp died, when pension Is grant-
ed can the widow receive tho check and have U
cached in bank the snmo as legal claimant could
have done had he been alive, according to existing
laws? 2. Which is preferable to the widow, to
make application immediately after the death of
tbo soldier claimant, or delay it until her deceased
husband's pension is allowed? 3. There is a pen-
sion law ift existence. I understand. In reference te
executors and administrators receiving- - pensios
papers nnd putting them in force, nnd wo are not
fully cognizant of its import, for the collection and
settlement In a testator's CHtato. h what papers
have they exclnsivs jurisdiction granted by the
pension Inwi? Can ihey touch vouchers. chocks,
etc.; in short, how do the law read, and wbon did
it becomo such? trwtr-- . 1. The widow t entitled
to the accrued pension, and the check in payment
of such pension ns mny be due him will iaiue ts
her iu her name. 2. Sho should make application
for peniion Immediately after hor husband's death.
3. You no doubt refer to the not of March 1.1898,
which provides that in case of the death of an in-
valid pensioner after check in pnyment of his pen-
sion due has been mailed to him, tbo cheek shall
be paid to the widow,- - nnd In easo thero is no
widow to the surviving minor children or guardian
thereof; and lu case of a widow to her minor chil-
dren. The act n!o provides that where an invalid
pensioner dies before pnyment to him of his pen-
sion, nnd in ense he left no widow or minor chil-
dren surviving him. the nmouutdue to the dale of
thepqusioiior'.-- t death may. in the discrition of th
Secretary of the Interior, be paid lo the legal repre-
sentative of ln deceived pensioner.

H. K. B.. Jacisonport. Wis. I. Whnt Is the rea-
son that nil oid claim- - for increase are dropped nnd
not taken up in their proper turn? 2. How is it
that there are no more certificates issued now than
there wero under Commissioner lilnct: each week?
3. A pensioner applied for increas--o in 1889, and wa
ordered to be examined by n private doctor, and to
get two neighbors to testify to hi disability. About
nine mouths after, then again the same examina-
tion two years after the flri examination. Then
on Jan. 18. 1892, be was ordered before the IT. S.
Hoard of Surgeons. He has not heard from hia
claim since. J low much longer do you think he
will have lo wait before he hears from it? .dimcer.
1. They are not being " dropped." but are awaiting
their turn for action. 2. There have been and aro
now being issued more thnn four times, dally,
weekly, and monthly, moreoertificates under Com-mis-don- er

JSuum than were issued under Commis-
sioner Black. Under the latter the number of cer-
tificates averaged about 31,000 annually: under
Itiiiim thoy have averaged nearly 129.C00 annually.
3. We cannot nny when the claim will be taken np
for action. He should call it up in the Pension Bu-
reau and ask

L. CSt. Louis. 2To. Some pension attorneys are
claiming thnt there is $100 duo old soldiers (bounty)
who enlisted in I8&1. Is it so ? Answer. It Is not
so. Thero may be an individual case where a
bounty is due, but to determine thnt question all
the facts regarding dates of enlistment and dis-
cbarge, period of enlistment, cause of discharge,
amount of bounty received, and when paid. etc..
abould "be given. There has been no new bounty
law passed.

W. G. B Philadelphia. 1. Can a pensioner from
this country drawing pension In Europe make ap-
plication for increase while there? 2. Are there
any Examining Surgeons there? Ansvccr. 1. Yes.
2. The Pension Bureau would have him examined
by some foreign physician or surgeon who would
bo selected by the 17. 9. Consul resident in the pen-
sioner's locality.

A. IT. A., Perm Tan, J9L 71 If a man owns and
has the entire income of 20 acres of land, is he en-
titled to a parent's dependent pension? Answerl
Thnt depends upon tbe value of the land and the
income therefrom.

J. O. C, l?ew Haven, Conn. What redress has a
soldier who enlisted Aug. 8, 1862 for three years
nnd was discharged March 3. 1863. on "Surgeon's
certificate of disability," and bis record in tbe War
Department is discharged for rheumatism con-
tracted prior to enlistment, and upon application
to War Department petitions for change of record,
filing the statement of two neighbors who knew
him for six nnd 11 years prior to enlistment tbat
he never wns sick or troubled with rheumatism
till he contracted it while in the service, and the
War Department refuses to change his record?
Answer. None. The War Department cannot
chnuge a record mude at a time when the events
occurred years ago, no matter what testimony is
now filed.

F. a..Eddyviilf. Iowa. When a soldier's inoreaas
claim is rejected on the ground that the rate of
pension wns fully commensurate with the then ex-
isting degree of disability from pensioned cause as
shown by tbe evidence on file, nnd the soldier asks
for a new hearing on the case, nnd furnishes the
doctor's affidavits who have carefully mads an ex-
amination of him, which positively shows that ha
Is only drawing one-ha- lf what he Is entitled to
under the law. what will the Pension Department
do with the case? Answer. Probably order him
for another examination before Board of Surgeons
in order to determine whether the medical testi-
mony submitted is iu accordance with the fads.

O. W. C, Lanesboro, Pa. Will you please tell me
if pension money deposited in bank Js subject to
taxation? Answer. It is ju3t the same as any other
money.

J. T. J., Benton. IU. What class of soldiers'
widows nre not entitled to pension? Asoldierdled
in this County a short time ago, nnd it is said .that
his widow is not entitled to pension, on account of
the date of marriage. How is tliis? Answer. The
only provision in the pension laws whereby &

widow of a soldier is debarred from pension is
where she married the soldier after June 27, 18C0,
and she applies for pension under the act of said
date. Under the old law she is not debarred from
pension by reaiou of her marriage at any date.

B. Jf. S., Beed. ImL 1. A soldier upplies for pen-
sion under old law and before completing his
case changes and applies under the law of June 27,
1890, under which his pension is Allowed. Can be
go on aud complete his case under the old law and ,
get his back pay from the time he first applied up
to the time he applied under the new law by fur-
nishing the evidence to the satisfaction of the Com-
missioner of Pensions, or does his application under
the new law stop the old case? 2. If a soldier has
completed his case under the old law and his pen-
sion is allowed, but be does not get what he thinks
he is entitled to under the net of June 27,1390, and
applies under it and if is allowed, now should bis
pensionable disabilities so increase that under the
old law he would be entitled to more than S12, caa
he again change back to the old law and be in-
creased to what he shows himself entitled to. or
does the first change from the old to the new for-
ever estop him? Answer. 1. He can go on and
complete his case under the old law and receive
the pension found due thereunder just the same as
if he had not applied for pension under the new
law. There is nothing In either law which con-
flicts or Interferes with one or the other. 2. He can
go back to tho old law nnd be increased there-
under.

I.H.L., Buck Creek. 111. 1. Where a soldier is
drawing a pension nud applies for nn increase on
old disability, and the Examining Board's report
is not favorable for an increase, will his claim
simply be rejected, witboutanothcr examination?
2. If the Board reports him a stout, healthy man,
will he be dropped from the rolls, or what would
be the result of such a report? Answer. 1. Yes,
usually. 2. Ho would probably bo dropped from
tbe rulls if the Pension Bureau is satisfied that such
report is correct.

IT. J. JV., Honda, Colombia, South America. 1. Has
there been any change in tbe rate for Iojs ofone.eye,
or the sight of same, within tho past three years ;
nnd if so, what? 2. In case of any increase in the
rating, how should a pensioner proceed in order to
obtain the addition ? 3. In case a pensioner draw-
ing under the old law should apply under tlie act
of June 27, 1390, for loss of sight of right eye, whnt
would lxi the probable allowance under that law
for the disability meiilionod ? A. What is the present
rate under the old law for loss of sight of one eye?
5. Which in your opinion would be best for a pen-

sioner with nbove-mention- ed disability; remain
under the old law, or npply under the act of Juno
27,1890? Answer. 1. Under an office ruling made
Dec. 4. 1891, tho rate iw dimmed fro 31 S3 per mouth
for loss of sight of one eye to S12 per month. For
loss of an eye the rate lemnins the same as before,
viz.. $17 per mouth. 2. Apply to tho Commissioner,
of Pensions. 3. S12 per month. 4. S12 per month,
the same as under the new law. 5. Either law will
givo him the same, but it is preferable for him
to apply under the old law if hel pensioned there
under lor me aisnuiuiy mentioned, Decauss mean-creas- ed

rate will date back to Dec. 4, 1891, and ha
would be iu line for further increase iu case his
disability increased.

People "Who Make a 2oise
Aro the abhorrence of the nervous. But why be
nervous when Jlostotter's Stomach Bitters will
rescue from that wretched condition? It invigor-

ates the nervous system through tho medium of
renewed digestion and assimilation. Moreover, it
Is a sterling remedy for liver complaint, constipa-

tion, rheumatism, and an impovcriahedcoaditioa
of tho blood.

An Old Chestnut.
Ed itob National TjtmuxE: If a holo ba

dug through the earth and a ball dropped ia
it, will the ball stop at the center of the earth?

tEdna P. Newman, Judscnia, Ark.
When tbe ball wa3 first dropped into the

hole, the momoutuin it would acquire in fall-
ing would carry it far pa3t tho center of the
earth. Jt would then fall back a considerable
distauco, and aftor a number of similar oscilla-tiou- s,

each shortor than the other, would
finally come to rest exactly in tho center. Th
attraction of gravitation is iu direct ratio t
the earth's mass, and consequently it ia great-
est at the point nearest to where the mass is
greatest that is, tho canter. Editois !Na- -
TIONAL TCIBUNE.

a
li. & O. Christmas Holiday Kates.

Tickets good between all stations of tbe Bal-
timore & Ohio .Railroad Company east of the
Ohio River will bo on sale r.c ticket offices of
that Company from December 21th to 26th, in-

clusive, and from December 31st to January
2u, inclusive, good to return until January 3d,
sic'.usive. For moro detailed information ap-

ply to nearest "B. & O. Ticket Agent.


